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Introduction: 

1. Growing up, I don’t recall attending many funerals. But that changed once I began preaching full 

time. On July 2nd, I will be have been preaching for a decade. Throughout this decade, I have been 

to a number of funerals. Some funerals stick out to me more than others.  

a. I can still see in mind a brother in Christ hunched over sobbing, as he had to bury one of his 

newborn babies. That image will always stick with me.  

b. I can still feel the pain and hurt of a couple who lost their child before they were born. This 

couple had no one else to bury their child. Me and one of the elders assisted them.  

c. I can still hear a man telling me to be quiet as I spoke at a funeral. A brother in Christ asked 

me to speak at his mother’s funeral, and to talk about salvation in Christ. As I spoke about how 

one is saved, one of the preachers at that denominational church began to tell me to stop.  

d. I can still remember my father’s funeral where I spoke on behalf of the family. I will never for-

get that moment.  

2. Funerals are hard. Many people don’t go to funerals. I may have already made some uncomforta-

ble talking about funerals. The reason why I’m talking about funerals this morning is because of 

what we will see in our Bible this week. We will be in Luke 7. It’s amazing how fast time is moving 

this year. We are reading the same chapter five days a week. This chapter continues to amaze 

me. I preached last year from Luke 7:1-10 about the centurion his great faith. This morning, I want 

us to consider Luke 7:11-17. We read about an unusual funeral. I want to read this in just moment 

and talk about this funeral and what we can learn from it.  
 

The Lesson: 

I. Some Thoughts About This Funeral 

A. What stands out to you as you think about this funeral? Here’s what stood out to me.  

1. The widow: We learn from the story that man who died was the widows son, Luke 7:12. 

While these details may seem like no big deal, understanding the situation this woman 

found herself in should make us pity her. She was a widow and her only child is dead. 

This woman’s life was about to become even more difficult. She would now have to fend 

for herself. I feel bad for this woman. Apparently, so did those in the city of Nain, Luke 

7:12. There was a large crowd taking part in this funeral procession. Maybe everyone 

knew her son. Whatever the reason, the people were there for her. Now up to this point 

there’s nothing really strange about this funeral. But… 

2. The Response of Jesus: What Jesus does at this funeral is what makes it an unusual fu-

neral. His two statements at this funeral procession are only things He could say at a fu-

neral.  



a. “Do not weep.” Luke 7:13. Those words are powerful. It’s only natural to weep at a 

funeral. It’s only natural to be overcome with emotion at a funeral. Yet Jesus told her 

not to weep. He had compassion on this woman. One of the blessings of reading 

through one of the gospels is that we will see the compassion of Jesus. We see how 

often He had compassion on others. He knew the dire situation this woman was in. 

What I wonder is how did this woman respond when she heard those words?  

b. “Young man, I say to you, arise!” Luke 7:13. Again, Jesus says something at a funeral 

that I’ve never heard anyone else ever say. He made the bearers come to a halt. He 

performed a miracle in front of a sizeable crowd.  

3. The Response of the Crowd: Going to funerals and seeing someone in a casket is a 

weird feeling isn’t it? People at the funeral know that person. Some of them may have had 

recently spoke and interacted with that person. But now that person is motionless, lifeless, 

and shell of who they were. That’s what makes this story so powerful. Jesus spoke and 

the man got up and began to speak, Luke 7:15. What did he say? Then Jesus gave him 

back to his mother. I can see Jesus taking this man by his hand and walking him over to 

his mother. WOW! This is why the crowd responded with fear and began glorifying God. Is 

there any other response if you found yourself in a situation like this? Fear gripped them. 

They began glorifying God. They said, “A great prophet has arisen among us!” They said, 

“God has visited His people.”  

4. Indeed, a great prophet had arisen among them. It was the prophet Moses had spoken of, 

Deuteronomy 18:15-18. Indeed, God had visited them. The Son of the Most High had 

demonstrated His power in front of many. The people were amazed. They couldn’t contain 

it. News of what happened spread to the surrounding district, Luke 7:17. 

B. Would you agree that this was an unusual funeral? I hope so. But what do we do with story? 

II. Some Application For Us 

A. As you go through the Bible reading this year, it should have an impact upon us.  

1. We should be amazed: Reading about the miracles of Jesus never gets old, or at least 

they shouldn’t. We should continue to stand in amazement at His power.  

2. We should be comforted: Death is hard. Funerals are hard. Trying to comfort people 

who have lost loved ones is challenging. Just being present is often the best thing we can 

do for someone who has lost a loved one. One can’t truly understand what someone is 

feeling and experiencing after losing a loved one: except Jesus. He is able to truly com-

fort. As I think about this story, I’m encouraged. Not just in moments of death, but every-

day we can know that we have a Savior who cares. Jesus knows you and me. He sees 

our tears. He knows our grief. That’s a good thing. Be comforted knowing this.  

3. We should be motivated: This story should motivate us to share what Jesus has done to 

others. That was the natural response from the crowd. They couldn’t contain what they 



had witnessed. What about us? As Christians, we’ve died to sin raised to walk in newness 

of life. We’ve been born again. Jesus has given us life. Will we share that with others? 

News about Jesus should continue to be spread by us.  

B. This unusual funeral should impact our lives just as it impacted those in that crowd.  

Conclusion: 

1. This is a story of good news. One day we will die. But Jesus has the power to raise us up.  

2. He promises us that He will. Let’s rejoice in that fact and share what we have with others.  


