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Introduction: 

1. Life is about challenges! If we are not challenged, then we will not grow. The same is true with re-

spect to our Bible knowledge. As Christians, we begin with milk, 1 Peter 2:1-2. Milk does the body 

good. That’s how we will grow! In fact, our eating regimen as Christians will consist of milk from 

time to time. And yet we must engage in studies that will force us into deeper thought!  

2. When reading the Bible, have you ever said, “What does this mean?” I said this recently when I 

studied Luke 7, where John the Baptist asked a perplexing question of Jesus. Yet there’s some-

thing else in Luke 7 that I want us to consider. It involves both Jesus and John the Baptist that has 

made me say, “What does that mean, Luke 7:24-35?” We find Jesus speaking about John the 

Baptist. Some have described Jesus as giving a tribute to John in these verses.  

3. Jesus asked the crowd three times the same question, “What did you go out to see?” Those in the 

crowd had heard John’s teaching as a prophet. But what exactly were they expecting of John? Je-

sus wanted to clear up any misconceptions about John and his ministry.  

a. vs. 24: John wasn’t a spineless “yes-man” kind of prophet. He wasn’t like a reed that is fragile 

and easily snaps in the wind. This man had conviction!   

b. vs. 25: John was not the kind of prophet who was willing to say anything to please those in au-

thority. He was imprisoned because he told Herod he had no right to be married at all.   

c. vs. 26-27: John was a prophet. That’s why the people listened and followed him. But he was 

more than that. He was the forerunner for Jesus, Isaiah 40:3; Malachi 4:5. John had a special 

privilege that none other could claim.  As one person said, “John stood on the threshold of the 

coming kingdom.” John was the last prophet of the Old Testament covenant!  

d. vs. 28: Jesus gave John the ultimate compliment. No one among human beings was greater 

than John! Some believe that Jesus compared John to the other prophets when He said this. 

But then Jesus made a contrasting statement about those who would be in His kingdom. The 

least in His kingdom would be greater than John.  What does that mean? Let’s be clear: Jesus 

was not insulting John or rebuking him. He’s been complimenting him. Rather, this phrase 

contrasts “the dispensation John represented with the one he announced. John was part of 

the Old Covenant order; to say that the least in the kingdom is greater than John underscores 

the privilege of being part of the New Covenant.”  

4. As a result of hearing about John, the response from many of the people was amazement. Many of 

them (many of those who would be considered outcasts) submitted to John’s baptism, Luke 7:29. 

They fulfilled the purpose of God. You would have thought that the Pharisees and scribes would 

have done the same thing. But they didn’t, Luke 7:30. Instead they refused.  

5. To demonstrate the folly of these so-called righteous people, Jesus began to speak about children 

in a marketplace. That generation (many of them) acted just like children, Luke 7:31-35. But in 

what way did they act like children? And what can we learn from all of this? 



 

The Lesson: 

I. Examining the Context 

A. In verse 31, Jesus responds to those who did not submit to the baptism of John.  

B. He described them in verse 32 as being like children sitting in the marketplace.  

1. Markets during that time were the center of life. They would often double as playgrounds.  

2. Some of the kids in the marketplace wanted to play an upbeat game with flute playing 

(maybe like a wedding) and dancing. But the other kids were not interested.  

3. So then the kids suggested a different game involving mourning and lament, but their 

playmates still wouldn’t play. Their playmates were never satisfied.  

4. Neither dancing nor a dirge could get some of the kids to join in with the others. These 

kids were never satisfied! Do you see the point Jesus was trying to make? His point 

wasn’t about kids, but rather about adults! Some adults are never satisfied, verses 33-35.  

C. John came to the house of Israel eating no bread and drinking no wine, verse 33. 

1. Jesus’ description of John demonstrated the austere life John led. He had taken the Nazi-

rite vow, Luke 1:15. He wore camel skins and ate locusts and wild honey. His message 

was strict, stern, and piercing, Luke 3:8-9.  

2. People should have repented hearing the teaching of John. But many ignored him and 

said that he was insane. The implication was that if John had acted differently, they would 

have accepted him. After speaking about John, Jesus then spoke about Himself.  

D. The Son of Man came to the house of Israel eating and drinking, verse 34. 

1. While John talked to the crowds, Jesus ate with the crowds! He ate with individuals from 

the crowds, Luke 5:27-32. He spent time with them. He was compassionate. There ap-

peared to be much more personal interaction.  

2. The manner in which Jesus came should have propelled everyone to follow Him. But 

strangely His actions were misinterpreted as something bad. Many of the Jews said that 

Jesus was living an IMMORAL LIFE because He associated with these people, Luke 

15:1-2. The point Jesus was making was that these people weren’t satisfied with the one 

who didn’t eat and drink, but when He came along and did, they still weren’t satisfied.  

3. Then Jesus concluded by saying, “Yet wisdom is justified by all her children.” 

II. What Does This Mean? 

A. Do you understand the point Jesus wanted so many to see?  

1. Again, Jesus likened that generation to children in a marketplace.  

2. Many of the Jews had acted like spoiled little brats.  

3. They didn’t want to play along. Nothing appealed to them!  

4. They rejected the words from the greatest prophet ever to live! Then they rejected God!  

5. Jesus came to bring joy and redemption, and yet they still weren’t satisfied. They missed 

the salvation He offered, Luke 15:1-6. Strangely enough, those who were often called the 



worst (tax collectors) recognized Jesus and joined in the celebration of becoming right 

with God.  

6. Both John and Jesus preached a message of repentance and faith that would save lives. 

Sadly, many people acted like little children in a marketplace, never to be content, never 

satisfied no matter what.  

B. Both John and Jesus were trying to get the Pharisees to submit to God’s authority!  

1. Those who rejected the teaching of John and Jesus were not wise, although they thought 

they were, John 7:40-47. The ones who were wise were those who fulfilled the purpose of 

God. They would be called the children of wisdom. 

2. That’s what Jesus meant in Luke 7:35. 

a. In the Old Testament, “Wisdom” is often personified as a woman, as an agent who 

calls people to live according to God.  

b. Therefore, wisdom’s children are who? Those who follow her guidance.  

3. Jesus therefore was teaching that those who followed His words and John’s words were 

the children of wisdom! What a powerful conclusion especially for the Pharisees. They 

were not God’s children because they refused to listen to His wisdom. Rather, the tax col-

lectors and prostitutes were the wise ones because they obeyed God’s word! They would 

be a part of His kingdom. It was Divine Wisdom that dictated the lifestyles of John and Je-

sus. Even though many rejected their words, wisdom would be vindicated or justified by all 

her children. So what can we learn from this? What did Jesus want the crowds to learn? 

Conclusion: 

1. Don’t be foolish: Listen to God’s word! The Pharisees allowed their traditions to get in the way of 

truth. The same happens when we allow family and feelings to interfere with the truth.  

2. Some may reject Jesus, but His words are still right!  

3. God sets the rules in all things (as an individual and as a collective). We don’t get to make them. 

We can’t say, “I will follow Jesus but only on my terms.” That will not work! We need to be satisfied 

with the wisdom that God has given.  

4. Appreciate what Jesus has brought us! He brought salvation. Let’s rejoice that we are a part of His 

kingdom. Let’s rejoice that we have been redeemed from our sins. That’s the saddest thing about 

that generation. It’s the saddest thing about this generation. We live in a generation that is lost, 

confused, unsatisfied, and trying to find purpose in life. Yet many do not turn to the one who has all 

the answers: Jesus! He is the solution. He is the answer. He is the one that we need! The question 

for us is this: “Will we be children of wisdom by obeying Him?” 


