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Introduction: 

1. “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” That was the 

question the chief priests and elders asked Jesus in Matthew 21:23. Jesus would respond with a 

question Himself. “The baptism of John was from what source, from heaven or from men?” Jesus 

also asked them a question regarding authority. John’s authority to baptize either came from God 

or from man. They refused to answer. We know the answer. This interaction between Jesus and 

these men help us to see the importance of authority. For the last few weeks, we’ve been building 

a case for the authority of the scriptures.  

a. We studied the inspiration of the scriptures, 2 Timothy 3:16-17.  

b. We discussed some unbiblical attitudes we must avoid when it comes to the authority of the 

scriptures. This morning, I want us to focus on our Savior Jesus.  

2. What does Jesus teach us about authority? I believe we can learn a lot from our Lord. Looking at 

His life and seeing how Jesus submitted to the authority of God will help us as we think about 

submitting to God and His word. As Christians, we must remember that God has authority, Gene-

sis 1:1. God is the ultimate source of authority. He gets to decide what is permitted and what is au-

thorized. There are some phrases that Jesus repeated in His ministry that will help us as we strive 

to submit to the authority of the scriptures in our lives.  

The Lesson: 

I. There Is A Standard 

A. Jesus always emphasized that God and the scriptures are to be the standard.  

1. A simple reading through the gospels makes this point clear.  

2. When questions about marriage and divorce were raised, Jesus went to the scriptures as 

the standard, Matthew 19:1-5. The standard was given by God. Notice that Jesus also be-

lieved what was written in the Old Testament. He believed the story of Adam and Eve.  

3. When speaking about the resurrection, He pointed people back to the scriptures, Matthew 

22:23-32. Jesus reasoned from the scriptures. They were the standard. Notice again that 

Jesus believed what was written in Exodus. He believed the story of the burning bush.  

4. In Matthew 4, as Jesus was tempted by the devil, He would cite scripture. The scriptures 

and what God taught was to be the standard in life.  

B. There is a standard for men: God and His word.  

1. This standard is available for men to know. Notice again in those verses how Jesus em-

phasized, “Have you not read…?” 

2. Part of the difficulty today is that many are not going to God’s word to find out what God 

has to say. There are so many voices that people are listening to. Yet sadly, many are not 

listening to God through His word. There is a standard when it comes to… 



a. The roles of men and women in the local church. This standard can be known if we 

are willing to read. In passages like 1 Timothy 2:10-12, we see that there is a stand-

ard when it comes to men and women. Women don’t have authority to teach over a 

man. Now for many this may sound sexist. It’s not. It’s God giving us a standard.  

b. There’s a standard to be followed when it comes to our relationships. When it comes 

to husbands and wives, there’s a standard to follow, 1 Peter 3:1-7; Matthew 19:9-11.  

c. There’s a standard that God has given children, Ephesians 6:1-4.  

3. None of this may sound difficult, but it often can be. Which leads us to the next thought.  

II. We Need To Have The Proper Attitude Towards God’s Authority 

A. Throughout the gospels, we see Jesus emphasizing the will of the Father being done.  

1. Jesus recognized the Father’s authority and submitted to it. I think one of the best exam-

ples of this is found in John 12:48-50. Jesus said that what He spoke were the words that 

the Father had given Him. He was simply following what the Father wanted Him to do. Je-

sus had the right attitude toward God the Father and His authority.  

2. In fact, throughout His ministry Jesus simply strived to do the will of God.  

a. In John 4:34, Jesus finished a conversation with the Samaritan woman. After she left, 

the disciples of Jesus returned. They were urging Jesus to eat, John 4:31-34. Yet He 

would teach them an important lesson. Jesus was focused on God’s mission. He was 

focused on doing the will of the Father and to accomplish His work.  

b. In John 5:18-30, Jesus emphasized doing the work of the Father. He submitted to the 

Father and did His will. He had a “Not my will but your will be done.”   

c. In John 8:29, as Jesus spoke to the Jews earlier, He would begin to speak about 

where He was from and His death. In this case as well He would emphasize that in all 

He did, He sought to do the things pleasing to the Father.  

d. Even when facing death, Jesus recognized and honored God’s authority, Matthew 

26:39-44.  

B. Jesus recognized God’s authority. He lived to be pleasing to God. He had the right attitude. 

1. Will we? As we think about the authority of the scriptures, do we have the attitude that we 

will submit to our heavenly Father? So much of Bible authority comes down to our attitude 

of the scriptures, of God, and whether we will listen.   

2. If Jesus submitted Himself to the Father, how much more should we?  

3. This is what Paul emphasized, 2 Timothy 2:4; Colossians 1:10; Colossians 3:23-24.  

Conclusion: 

1. Jesus teaches us a lot about authority. Will we follow in His footsteps?  

2. Will we honor and revere our heavenly Father and His Son? Will we submit to the one that’s been 

given all power and authority?  


