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Introduction: 

1. Did you hear the news? Last week, a man was nearly swallowed by a whale. A dive tour operator 

in South Africa named Rainer Schimpf told his story. One moment he was in the water, and the 

next moment everything around him went dark. It was then that he began to feel pressure on his 

hips. He knew then that he was in the mouth of whale. A 15-ton whale had him in its mouth. Rainer 

said that there was no time to be scared. Instincts kicked in and he held his breath anticipating that 

the whale was about to dive. As the whale began to dive, he ended up releasing Rainer.  

2. There have been a lot of comparisons with the story of Jonah. Unlike Rainer, Jonah was swal-

lowed by the great fish and was in its belly for three days and three nights, Jonah 1:17. This story 

is not fiction. It’s true. Jesus believed it and so should we, Matthew 12:38-41. What do we know 

about this short book? While the book is only four chapters, there’s a lot we can learn from Jonah 

about God. Let’s begin with a little bit of background information.    

a. Jonah prophesied during the reign of Jeroboam II to the Northern Kingdom.   

b. God appointed Jonah to go to the Nineveh, the capital of Assyria.  

c. It would be Assyria that would take the Northern Kingdom into captivity.  

d. We read about Jonah in 2 Kings 14:23-27.  

e. This prophetic book is about a prophet’s dealings with God.  

f. Nineveh was about 500 miles from Israel. Yet Jonah would go to the port in Joppa to go to 

Tarshish at the far end of the Mediterranean Sea, Jonah 1:1-3.  
 

The Lesson: 

I. All men are accountable to God.  

A. God sent Jonah to Nineveh because its wickedness had come up before Him, Jonah 1:1.  

1. While Assyria was not part of Israel, they were still accountable to God. All men are ac-

countable to God. When Jonah finally arrived to his destination, he would preach a mes-

sage of repentance, Jonah 3:1-10.  

2. They were told to repent because they had sinned.  While they were a Gentile nation, God 

saw their actions.  

B. Since the beginning of time, all men have been accountable to God.  

1. There is sometimes confusion with respect to those who were not Israelites in the Old 

Testament. Some may wonder whether God just ignored their actions. No! Since the be-

ginning, all men have been accountable to God. Adam and Eve weren’t part of the nation 

of Israel, but they were accountable to God, Genesis 2:17.  

2. But 100 years later they would be punished by God, Nahum 2:8-13.  

TRANSITION: This leads us to our second thought.  



II. God loves all men  

A. The story of Jonah reminds us how God loves all men.  

1. From the beginning, God has loved all men. He loved Adam and Eve, Genesis 2. He 

loved the world in the days of Noah and even gave them time to repent, Genesis 6:1-3.  

2. This story from Jonah may be one of the biggest examples of how much God loves all 

men. Assyria was a wicked and cruel nation. Add to the fact that about 50 years later they 

would take the Northern Kingdom into captivity, is a reminder of God’s love.  

3. God gave Nineveh a second chance. This was Jonah’s fear, Jonah 4:1-2.   

B. God is compassionate, loving, and gracious, Jonah 4:9.  

1. So many people view God as some kind of moral monster. Far from it. On the contrary, 

we see how much better He is compared to man.  

2. God was willing to give this nation a second chance and He did, Jonah 3:10. 

3. While they were wicked, we can also see the wicked heart of Jonah. One thing about Jo-

nah was that he was honest. Are we? We know what John 3:16 says, but are we living it? 

Do we demonstrate compassion towards others as we are called to? We live in a hateful 

world. People hate others because of their skin color, because of the party they vote for, 

because one may have different world views. Yet we are called to love. We don’t condone 

sin, but we are to love all men. We are to treat others the right way, Matthew 7:12. 

4. God not only gave Nineveh a second chance, He also gave Jonah a second chance! This 

is sometimes overlooked. God was patient with His prophet. We should be thankful that 

He is also very patient with us.  

TRANSITION: This also helps us to learn something else from the story of Jonah. 

III. God’s work is to be done 

A. Jonah resisted doing God’s work. He attempted to take matters into his own hand.  

1. He fled from God. His thoughts and his biases got in the way of God’s work, Jonah 1:1-3. 

This book would have been really short if Jonah simply did what God said and how He 

said it.  

2. It would have been Jonah 1:1-2; 3:3-10. God knew what He was doing.  

B. God still knows what He’s doing. We just need to do His work. We need to share the gospel.  

1. Like Jonah, we can make God’s work harder than it needs to be. Evangelism is not Rock-

et Science. But we make it harder due to a lack of trust, fear, doubt, biases, etc.  

2. Let’s trust in God and let people know someone greater than Jonah is here, Luke 11:32. 

Conclusion: 

1. The story of Jonah is not a fictional story. It’s true. It teaches us great truths about God.  

2. Let’s be sure we focus on our heavenly Father. Let’s trust in Him and do His will.   


