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Introduction: 

1. In life, there are numerous questions that must be answered.  Yet there is one question that I want 

us all to think about this morning. It’s a question that must be addressed and answered properly. 

It’s a question many of us have already considered, and some may be considering it now. How we 

answer this question will have eternal consequences. “What must I do to be saved?” This is not a 

new question. It’s been around for thousands of years. We find a man in Acts 16 who asked this 

question to the apostle Paul, Acts 16:30. How familiar are you with this story? It’s about a man who 

found himself in need of salvation. It’s about a man who would learn the truth concerning salvation.  

2. The question of salvation is one that many teach in churches throughout Lewisville and North Tex-

as. However, you will find that there are a variety of answers that are given concerning how to be 

saved. How can that be? It’s not because God’s word is so confusing, Ephesians 3:3-5. Rather it’s 

because of doctrines of men. We can’t afford to get the answer to this question wrong. Let’s look at 

the man who asked this question and the answer he was given, Acts 16:14-34. From this one 

question, there are some things we need consider.  

The Lesson: 

I. He had a problem.  

A. The fact that this man asked this question means he recognized he had a problem.  

1. This man described as a jailer understood he was in trouble. He understood that if those 

prisoners had escaped, under Roman law he would have been put to death. But they 

hadn’t escaped, Acts 16:27-28.  

2. He then recognized that he had a bigger problem. He needed to be saved.  

B. Thinking about this story I wonder how many people realize the problem they have.  

1. Recently I was talking to someone who is dear to me. He failed to recognize the sins he 

has committed is a problem he must address. His mindset was, “I’m a good person, 

shouldn’t that be good enough?” None are good in the absolute sense, Romans 3:10. We 

may compare ourselves to others and say, “I’m way better than them.” But that’s compar-

ing ourselves to the wrong standard. We need to be more concerned with how God views 

us. He’s the standard we need to consider.  

2. The biggest problem we all have is SIN. Yet sin is rarely discussed. Jesus recognized it 

was a problem, Mark 10:45. So did Paul, Romans 3:23.  

3. It was Paul who thought he was chief of sinners, 1 Timothy 1:15.  

4. The jailer recognized his problem. Paul recognized his problem. Do we? Sin is missing the 

mark of what it is God wants us to do. When we sin, we fail to give glory to God. Sin is 

lawlessness, 1 John 3:4.  

5. The gospel is the good news of Jesus Christ. It’s good news because there is bad news. 

The bad news is the problem of sin.   



6. It is not until we truly grasp the gravity of our sins that we will really see the need of even 

asking the question, “What must I do to be saved?” When you look at the apostles and 

their preaching, they always addressed this issue, Acts 2:22-23,3:13-15, 7:51-52. 

7. It’s hard to admit when we have problem. But it’s something we must do.  

8. Thank goodness there’s a solution. That’s the good news.  

II. He was given a solution 

A. When the jailer cried out, Paul told him that there was a solution.  

1. Paul began to talk to him about Jesus, Acts 16:31. He needed to believe in Jesus.  

2. We’ve seen from some previous passages what Paul said about Jesus, 1 Timothy 1:15. 

3. We also heard from Jesus, Mark 10:45. He came to deliver us from our sins. He is the so-

lution to our biggest problem.  

4. During His ministry, Jesus made great claims about Himself.  

a. He claimed to be eternal, John 8:58.  

b. He claimed to be the only way to God the Father, John 14:6.  

c. He claimed that He could give eternal life, John 4:10.  

d. He claimed He was sinless, John 8:46.  

e. He claimed He had the power to lay down His life and raise it up, John 2:19, John 

10:17-18.  

5. He taught unless one believes in Him, they will be lost in their sins, John 8:23-24.  

6. However, He didn’t merely make claims. He backed them up with evidence. He died, was 

buried, and rose from the grave as He said He would, John 20:1-8.  

7. Paul directed the jailer to the word of God and began to teach Him about Jesus. Why? 

Because Jesus is the solution to our sins. This is why Jesus died. He died so we might 

live. He died to pay the ransom or debt of our sins.  

B. When it comes to being delivered from our sins, only Jesus can deliver us.  

1. Many men teach it doesn’t matter what you believe as long as you’re a good person. 

Those are doctrines of men. Jesus didn’t teach that. He taught it does matter what one 

believes.  

2. The fact that Jesus said He is the way, the truth, and the life, this means He is the only 

way one can be saved from their sins. No other man can save us. So what must we do? 

III. He took action 

A. The story of the Philippian jailer is a story about people taking action.  

1. First, Paul explained to the jailer the action that Jesus took (leaving heaven, living on 

earth, living a sinless life, dying for his sins, and being resurrected). Jesus was a man of 

action.  

2. Second, Paul took action after the man asked the question. He began to teach the word of 

God. Why would he do that? Because it’s only through the word that we will learn what it 



is we need to do to be saved. Our faith comes from what it is God has revealed to us, 

Romans 10:17.  

3. Third, notice that the jailer took action as well. I want to do a couple of things. Notice what 

the jailer didn’t do. He didn’t say a prayer to receive Jesus in his heart. Do you see that 

anywhere? Yet this is a popular doctrine of man. Saying the sinners prayer or as some 

describe it the Lord’s prayer. In Acts 16, there’s no prayer at all. Why? Because saying a 

prayer was never something someone had to do to be saved. It must be rejected. Howev-

er, did you see the action the man took?  

a. He believed in Jesus, Acts 16:34. He heard the truth and believed it. Unless one be-

lieves, they will be lost in their sins. But there’s more that he did.  

b. He was baptized immediately, Acts 16:33-34. But why? Wasn’t he already saved at 

the moment of belief? No! Because of his belief in Jesus and his obedient heart to be 

baptized, it was only then that he was saved.  

4. But can we be sure about this? The answer is YES! Listen to Jesus, Mark 16:16. Listen to 

Ananias, Acts 22:16. Listen to Peter, Acts 2:38; 1 Peter 3:21. Listen to Philip, Acts 8:35-

38. Because of his faith he took action to receive God’s saving grace. He was saved by 

God’s grace, Ephesians 2:8-10. He didn’t work or earn it, but he took the action that the 

Lord required of him to do to receive the free gift. 

B. If he took action, we must do the same. This is the answer to a most important question.  

Conclusion: 

1. Have you done what this man has done to be saved? Have you believed in Jesus as the 

Son of the living God? Are you willing to be baptized for the forgiveness of sins? 

2. God has done His part. Jesus has done His part. The Holy Spirit has done His part. The 

apostles have done their part. Will you do your part?  

3. The time for you is now. Do you have faith? Then act!  


